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And in this edifion:

Judith Hincks writes about our church organ, the i

treasurer updates us on the planned giving campaign, a
f| Year 6 student reviews a play, plus lots of other news from

around the village.

With local advertisements, puzzles and much more,

welcome to our church magazine.

JANUARY 2019

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL. MAY IT PROVE PROSPEROUS.




Church Diary Events for 2019 - January-April
Sunday, 3@ February, Christingle Service 4pm (50th anniversary)

Tuesday, 19t February, Children’s Activity Day -
Saturday, 274 March, Quiz Night School Holiday Terms

Half Term 16— 24 February
q i
Saturday, 231 March, Church clean-up Day Easter 6 — 22nd April

Sunday, 21t April, Easter Half Term 25t May — 2n¢ June
Tuesday, 234 April, Tardito Concert

Produce Market, every first Saturday of the month - next date: 5" January

Church Officers and Contacts

Officer: Name: Contact Number:
Vicar Rev'd Tricia Staple 01823 490255
Honorary Associate Priest  Rev'd John Tyler 01460 281574
Reader Ralph Roberts 01823 490933
Churchwarden David Akerman 01823 490234
Churchwarden & Verger  Mary Piers 01823 491434
Churchwardens Emeritus ~ Tony Brooker 01823 490422
Janet Dare 01823 490747
PCC Secretary Helen Giriffiths 01823 491298
PCC Treasurer Rob Ellis 01823 490599
Tower Captain Darren Woodyer 01823 690162
Flower List Organiser Lorraine Bryan Brown 01823 491665
Events Bookings Secretary David Walker 01823 491231
Produce Market Organiser Anne Williams 07531 382078
Little Angels/Children’s Day Jenny Satchwell 01823 490463
Choir Jean Smith 01823 490961
PCC 200 Club Sue Bethune 01823 490179
Magazine Editor Rob Ellis, email: ncurrymag@gmail.com

PCC (Parochial Church Council) Address, for general correspondences
St Peter and St Paul Church, Church Road, North Curry, Somerset. TA3 6LJ
(Post box by kissing gate, at vicar's parking area)

The church website is www.northcurrychurch.co.uk

Other useful numbers for North Curry

Coffee Shop 01823 491414

Parish Council Offices 01823 490136 www.northcurry.com

Post Office/ Stores 01823 490261

Primary School 01823 490423 www.northcurryschool.co.uk
Surgery 01823 490505 www.northcurryhealthcentre.co.uk
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Editor's comments
| hope you enjoyed yourselves over Christmas, and took the chance to
attend one of our many services. We had Archdeacon Simon Hill taking
midnight mass. Over the past few months, | have changed the content
layout, re-styling the font and adding new articles which | hope have been
of inferest. | am always looking for new ideas and village life to report
upon, so if you have any suggestions, comments or contributions you
would like to see added, then please get in contact. email:
ncurrymag@gmail.com. Inside this month’s issue, we have more new
features and confributors. Thank you to all that have written in to make
this a bumper issue!

And from world news, | was impressed by this Australian farming news
article in November.

You may have seen it
on the news, but if you
had missed it, this is the
story of a cow called
Knickers. As a dog
walker myself, | am
always cautious when
entering a field of
cows, but I would be
more than cautious if |
happened to come
across a steer standing
at 6ft 4inches,
weighing in at 220st.
Apparently, this steer
avoided the abattoir,
as it was too big fo handle, so now roams freely on its farm. And where did
his unusual choice in name come from?2 As explained by the farmer,
“When he was young, when we first got him, we had a Brahman steer [a
breed of cattle] which was a friend of his," "So his name was bra... so we
[had] bra and knickers. We never thought he would turn into big knickers."

It would seem the worldover, farmers do have a great sense of humour.

The views expressed in the magazine are those of the individuals/societies who send in items.
The deadline for contributions is the 13th of the previous month. The editor reserves the right
to change any copy provided without recourse to the contributor.

Gathering and use of information in carrying out its tasks, North Curry PCC is involved in
collecting personal data, addresses etc. We take privacy and confidentiality seriously, and
fullv complv with the princioles of the United Kinadom GDPR/ Data Protection Act 2018.
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Announcements/ News in Brief

Congratulations to our December 200 Club Winners

1st Prize - £30: Mary Piers

2nd Prize - £20: Gail Willis, 3rd Prize - £10: Louise Clarke

Special Christmas Prize Draw Winner £60: David Vile

If you are not a member, and would like to join, please contact Sue
Bethune on 490179. The annual subscription is £18. Players must be 18+ yrs.

The Produce Market, 5t January, 2.30am-11.30am could promise some
special New Year deals. The kitchen will be open throughout, serving
bacon butties and hot drinks. See you therel

The choir is always interested in welcoming new voices. Contact Jean
Smith for details on how to join. There are weekly practices on Fridays
usually in the late afternoon.

Little Angels, Toddlers Club and Pram Service. Every 2nd Thursday in the
month at the church. All welcome, at no cost. Get the chance to meet
other parents and their children, in the play corner of the church.

Volunteers and fresh faces always welcome at the church, to help with
events and the like. We shall make you feel most welcome.

The Autumn Fair proved very popular again this year, with a wide range of
stalls enjoyed by those that attended, despite the gloomy weather. This
year's event raised over £750, and we are extremely grateful to Lorraine
Bryan-Brown, Di Keyzar and all the other volunteers who worked so hard
behind the scenes.

Magazine Deliverer Required. Queen Square, along Stoke Road to just
beyond the White Street junction. After many years, come rain and shine,
Mary Earley is retiring from her round, and we sincerely thank her for all that
she has done on our behalf. Accordingly, we have this “letterbox”
fulfilling job opportunity available, once a month to around 13 households.
If you would like to take on this route for us, please contact Jenny
Satchwell on 490463.

Next month, we shall have a 50t celebration of the work of the Children'’s
Society for runaway and disadvantaged children. Our Christingle Service,
on 3@ February at 4pm (see a later page in the magazine) is a family
service welcome to all. Children from the primary school will assemble the
Christingles they have prepared on the Friday before, and these will be
given away at the end of the service. Refreshments will be provided.
Please do join us.
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The Rev’d John Tyler writes
Dear Friends,
The ancient Chinese wish, “May you live in interesting times”, was considered a
Curse, not a Blessing. Many of us say goodbye to 2018 with a sigh of relief, and
look forward to what promises to be a turbulent 2019 with a good deal of
trepidation. There are moments when current affairs feel remarkably like sailing
across the Bay of Biscay in stormy weather, when one knows there is still a long way
fo go.

In the Autumn | found myself quoting in a couple of sermons the poem King
George VI used in his 1939 Christmas broadcast, “I said to the man who stood af
the gate of the year . ..” and even murmuring it over to myself from time to time;
apart from its calming effect, it was a useful way of getting events back info
proportion. After all, the situation in 1939 (and some of us can sfill remember it)
makes the present uncertainties seem quite insignificant.

"Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God; that shall be o
you better than a light, and safer than a known way.” The advice is still excellent,
and Christians have a special vocation in these difficult times. Firstly, fo Pray.
“More things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.” (Apologies: once |
get into quotation mode | find it hard to get out — as those of you who endure my
sermons discover). World Leaders and Politicians, in particular, will need our prayers
in 2019; and so will those whose lives and livelihood are affected by what is going
on in the world, Europe and our nation.

Secondly Christians need to nurture positive optimistic Faith in themselves and in
others; we have to remind ourselves, daily if not hourly, that God is in control and
we have only to put our hand in His. Sometimes he will call on us to speak or act,
sometimes he will call on us to remain silent, and refuse to be upset or agitated or
get things out of proportion (there’s true English spirit). And if you are tempted to
doubt the wisdom of this in the next few months, go and have a look at the
wildflowers springing up optimistically in our Somerset lanes, our gardens (not
always invited!) and churchyards. Even in our Benefice we are trying to live up fo
this spirit of Springtime optimism: at the end of this month we are convening a
special meeting of the joint Church Councils to consider how we can ‘Become a
Better Benefice'. We shall report on that in a later number of this Magazine.
Meanwhile (if your Editor has room to include it [your editor always has room]),
what about a half page next month, headed 'Signs of Hope’, with conftributions
sentinbyyou....?2

Most of you will be aware that the Vicar has been signed off for awhile now; we
wish her well, and, as before. | would like to pay especial tribute to all those who
have worked so very hard to keep our Church Services and activities going during
the very busy Christmas period. We are all extremely grateful to them.

With Every Blessing for 2019
John Tyler.
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The Church Organ

During last November, the church organ had its final fune up and service
for the year, in readiness for the busy Christmas period.

Since we acquired our own scaffold fower, we have saved ourselves quite
a lot in hiring fees (this makes the treasurer very happy of coursel).

Our very own dynamic team of
scaffold erectors put up the tower
in record time, led by ever green
Tom Jeanes, whom must be our
very own John Noakes (for those
of you who can remember the
infrepid Blue Peter presenter).
Tom was up and down, with alll
the nimbleness of an acrobat, yet
with the grace of a ballerina.

And before a picture of him could
be taken, he was gone on to his
next project...

With the tuners in temporary residence, we took the opportunity to chat
with them, and to get an insight info how our organ operates, with some
rarely seen behind the scenes photos.

Judith Hincks writes
more...

Did you know that ours is
a rather rare pipe
organ¢g Sadly many of
these beautiful
instruments have been
taken out and replaced
with modern electric
ones. Those still working
have been modernised -
so that their inner workings are also electronic although they retain the
pipes. Ours is still worked in the original way, by slats of wood, wires and
string! It is a marvellous piece of engineering. (picture)

The sound is produced from a huge number of whistles and pipes.

Airis blown intfo them from the bellows in the Vestry. The organist chooses
which pipes should sound by pulling out the ‘stops’ either side of the
keyboard. Each pipe makes a different sound, some very soft and gentle,
some very loud indeed. Some mimic the sound of other instruments.

The organ really is a one man band! (picture)
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When the organ is tuned (twice a year) the tuner has to actually get inside
the organ to make adjustments to the pipes that are not quite right.

It has two manual
keyboards, the
bottom one the
Great; the top one
the Swell. The Great
has all the loudest
stops except one -
The Trumpet. That is
on the Swell. Its other
stops are more
subftle. There is a

A - special pedal above
’rhe pedol boord that can moke the notes sound louder or softer. The pipes
from the Swell are inside a slatted box.

These pipes are part of the original organ that
was put in the musician’s gallery that was high up
at the back of the church where the West
Window is now. It replaced the Village Musicians
who had led the music of the service unfil then.
When the window was put in, during Queen
Victoria’s reign, the organ was moved fo its
current position.

The pedal keyboard is
worked by the
organist’s feet —
organists have to be quick with their feet as well as their fingers! These
operate all the really low sounds. (picture)

If you are in the church and have a spare five minutes do go and look at
the organ and up at the huge pipes and their decoration.
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North Curry Bellringers

Darren Woodyer, and his fellow bellringers, are energising the local
children and village in general, to become involved in keeping this most
tradition of English village past times going strong. Very few countries
actively have bellringers, and we all certainly enjoy listening to the bells
pealing. Our octagonal tower supports eight bells, the heaviest weighing
just over 16cwt, and the current bells date back from 1811.

In November, Darren, invited me (the editor) to the bell tower, to show the
intfricate workings and engineering behind the scenes, and to outline his
future plans for the tower. More on these plans will be reported upon in
forthcoming issues.

Below, is a photo of our bells from inside that very few get to see.

=T

| think he deliberately chose to meet just before midday, so | would get the
full force of the midday bell “chiming”, which | can confirm is loud.

Upon coming down from the tower, | was half expecting to meet
Esmeralda bringing me some water!

But enough from me, | will let Darren explain more in his own words...

New Ringers and a New Year.

2018 had been an eventful year in the tower.

We've had the paint brushes out, placed cameras up with the bells so that
people can see the bells ringing and feamed up with the primary school
to give the children a new after school activity.

Over a period of 10 weeks, 11 children came up to the fower after school
on a Thursday affernoon and had a 1 on 1 lesson with myself and some of
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the otherringers. At the end of the course they all received certificates
and every one of them could handle a bell on their own. We have been
forfunate enough to have 3 of the children want to carry on and they are
now ringing with us on a Monday evening and rung for their first official
church service on Christmas Eve.

We also have been
forfunate enough to gain
some of the parents and
so af the present moment
we have 5 learners.

This has been such a
success that we have
offered the after-school
class again and | have
been told that there are
an encouraging number
of children who would like
to learn.

- As we are now info a new
year, and if you didn’t already have a new year’s resolution, how about
starting a new hobby. If you would like to have a go at bell ringing or
even just fo come along and look around the tower, please contact me. If
you just want to come on impulse, we are up the tower on a Monday
evening at 7pm.

We are a friendly bunch, and look forward to welcoming new faces.
Darren, tower captain 07718 05907 email:gograndsiredoubles@gmail.com

| Darren, with ringers, instruct some
willing learners

For pictures, and more information, please visit our brand new website
https://gograndsiredoubles.wixsite.com/northcurrybells

Grand North Curry Quiz

Saturday 2nd March, in the Village Hall
7pm for prompt 7.30pm start
Teams of 6, £10 per person.

Tickets available from Jenny Satchwell — 490463
A delectable buffet will be available, and is included in the price.
Please bring your own bofttle (and glasses).

Once again, the incomparable Martin will be there as
Quiz Master — Hurry, as tickets go quickly!
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Planned Giving Review

On behalf of the PCC, the churchwardens would like to say a big thank
you to all those who responded in some way to the Planned Giving
Appeal.

The response has been very encouraging and demonstrates how much
support there is for our parish church within our community. The PCC will be
rigorously monitoring expenditure and we are much closer to “balancing
the books” in respect of normal running costs.

We hope to cover major items of maintenance expenditure with grants.
Sometimes grants require “martch funding” and we may use legacies for
this instead of using them to “subsidise” running costs. Some grant money
will be used on repairs in the churchyard next spring.

Thank you for your support.

With best wishes

Mary Piers and David Akerman Churchwardens

25t November, Service Dedication

Dear God, you love a cheerful giver: Teach us through your Holy Spirit to
be thoughtful and gracious in our giving; Giving us the joy of a generous
heart, and the spirit of love and self-sacrifice that was shown to us in Jesus
Christ.

Bless, O'Lord, these pledges, which we receive this morning in your name,
and grant that they may be dedicated them to the welfare of your
Church, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

A View from the Treasurer’s Tower

The Planned Giving Service on 25" November was the focal fo 2 months of
preparations and commitment by the wardens, Rev'd John Tyler and
myself. We prepared and designed all the material ourselves (after several
editorial sessions), and printed and distributed it all from our own resources
fo save any unnecessary costs.

We sent a pledge letter to around 180 households, around 85 from the
church electoral roll, with the remainder coming from the 200 club,
magazine listing, and to those we thought would be interested in receiving
the package of information. From these, we had just over 65 replies.

We are pleased that from these replies, another 28 have joined the 32
already committed pledge givers, with the other replies coming from
existing donators and one off donations.

The PCC were delighted that so many have decided to join, and this will
boost our planned giving income to over £18,000 in 2019 (from a previous
c£12,350).
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The Parish Share, which is by the far the largest expenditure item amongst
our running costs, has been set by the Bath and Wells Diocese to £19,705
for 2019. In 2018, this was just over £24,000.

| had hoped this would reduce to c£17,600, which would be the actual
due per our membership numbers, but the Diocese remains stubborn in
granting a full reduction. A meeting with the Archdeacon has been
arranged for later this month, and | will report on the outcome next month.

A thorough budget for 2019 has now been prepared, and | am confident
that much of our operating costs can now be covered through planned
giving and fund raising. We have improved on our financial position
greatly, and by this year's end, we have budgeted for a small loss of
c£1500, which includes spending c£14,500 on boundary improvements.
This would have been a great improvement on 2018, if it were not for a
most generous legacy that we received in mid December. Our 2018
deficit is now looking to be just over £2,000, but one should bear in mind,
legacies are not there to finance running costs.  Whilst the running costs in
2017 were around £43,500 per year, we have worked extensively hard on
reducing these. 2018 they will be down to around £38,000, with 2019
expected to be around £34,000. That is a drop of weekly costs from £836 to
£654.

The details on 2018 accounts, the 2019 budget, will be in the next issue
hopefully following a reviewed audit of them. We diligently looked at
every aspect of the operation here, so to save as much as possible.
Generally, all expenses are fully evaluated once a quarter, so no
overspending occurs. We're contfinuing our planned giving scheme
display at the church for awhile; always time for a few more to join!

Rob Ellis, Treasurer

2018 had been a successful year for our market, with lots of new faces and
produce tables.

The market is only open on the first Saturday of every month.
If anyone in the village would like to help with the setting up and putting away
the tables, please get in fouch with me.

With all the new houses, | am sure there are new residents, male or female, that
would like to get involved with us.  New stalls are always welcomed.

Table set up time: 8.00am-2.30am / 11.30am-12.30pm to put them away.
Open to the public: 9.30am - 11.30am

From all the tfeam of volunteers at the Market, we hope you had a Happy
Christmas, and wish you a very Prosperous New Year.

Anne Williams, 01823 490319
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Wednesday, 16t January

7.30pm G nj" N
North Curry Village Hall : ) W
Wells Cathedral: its History and Wells Cathedral, 2018

Architecture by Dr Philip Hickman

Drawing once again on our stock of talented residents, the Society starts
the year with this talk by a retired GP and past NCS Chairman. In North
Curry we are fortunate to live midway between two fine cathedrals of
different periods and style. Dr Hickman senior has been a guide at Exeter
Cathedral and, lately, at Wells Cathedral the “Mother Church” for
Somerset parishes.

Since his retirement some seventeen years ago Dr Hickman has developed
a broad interest in ecclesiastical history and ecclesiastical architecture.

You may remember, or regret
having missed, his private
conducted tour of Exeter Cathedral
for Society members. As in his
previous presentation on Exeter, he
will be outlining, with illustration, the
history of Wells Cathedral and the
building which we admire today.
Particular aftention will be paid to
fabric and fittings of especial interest and fame.

The North Curry Society meets on the third Wednesday of each monthin
the Village Hall, starting at 8pm (hot drinks and socialising from 7:30pm).

Annual membership of £5 includes admission to talks, discussions and
refreshments; visitors pay a small charge (currently £1).

Whether you are a visitor, new to the Society or an established member,
we look forward to welcoming you.
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Plough Sunday

Studiers of ancient history will often claim that the invention of the plough
was a greater benefit to civilisation than the invention of the wheel.

How fitting therefore that the Church has a ceremony to bless this essential
implement.

Plough Sunday is usually celebrated on the first Sunday after the twelve
days of Christmas, this being on the 13t January in 2019.

In medieval fimes, spring
cropping was the norm so
ploughing started in the first
months of the year. This was
with the hope that frost and
rain would help to work the
freshly ploughed furrow to
make a finer seed bed and a better establishment of the crop.

A token plough or sometimes several ploughs were taken to the church
and blessed before work commences, along with a sample of soil and
seed.

According to the Bath and Wells service for this day, a farmer says “We
bring you this soil, rich soil and ferfile, poor soil and stony, wet soil and
waterlogged. And the seed we will sow in hopes of rich harvest. Soil and
seed for your blessing we bring.” The priest replies “... Bless all soil and alll
seed, the potential they hold, and all may have plenty and be filled. God
bless the soil and the seed.”

Very apt words when we consider the hunger in the world

Tom Jeanes
* % %

Village Wassail

Join us for a village Wassail on Friday 25t January in a celebration of
apples, orchards and the New Year.

We will be starting with a procession at épm from the village school with
lanterns and music and ending up at the Community Woodland at White
Street Recreation Ground.

The event is part of some seasonal celebrations being coordinated by the
village Wildlife Group.

There will be lanterns, music from the North Curry Village band, songs,
food, drink, foasts and more.

For more information contact Tim Hill, milfon3hil@yahoo.co.uk

Page | 13



North Curry Wildlife Group news

The annual inspection of most of the 25 bird boxes around the woodland
and sports fields has recently been completed. The most encouraging
results were from the 4 large barn owl boxes, two of which had evidence
of barn owls nesting, with another of
them roosting. The fourth seems to
have been left, having been used for
nesting in the previous year.

We have only had one report of barn
owls being sighted in the woodland,
but if anyone else has seen them there,
please let us know.

A liner has recently
been installed in the
pond and fthe rain is
now gradually filling it
up. »
Work around the pond is continuing when the ground conditions allow.
This is expected to be completed and the pond surrounded with
permanent fencing by the end of winter. A range of habitats around the
pond are being developed.

A large overgrown willow free on the edge of the small football field has
recently been pollarded to reduce the risk of the free being blown over.
This will encourage new growth from the pollard head, similar to that which
can be seen on the 3 similar willows done so last year.

A large pile of willow logs have been stacked on the side of the field which

will fuel log fires next winter.

Phil Stone, Chairman of the Wildlife Group
If you would like to know more, contact phil.stone7@icloud.com
www.northcurrywildlife.com
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WWI, a reflective moment

With thoughts of remembrance still lingering, | was sent the following piece.

Birds on the Western Front, as observed and written by “Saki” (H H Munro).
Saki, a writer/solider serving during the Great War, was well-known for his
short stories, which were usually laced with urbane malice, wit and charm,
observant of the human condition. Birds and animals frequented his stories
and in these edited extracts he wrote in serious vein for serious times. Sadly,
he did not survive the war.

...Considering the enormous dislocation the war has caused where the
campaign is raging, there seems to have been very little disturbance to
the wildlife. Rats and mice have mobilized and swarmed into the fighting
line and there has been a partial mobilization of owls, particularly of barn
owls, following in the wake of the mice. What success attends their hunting
one cannot estimate; there are always sufficient mice left over to
populate one's dugout and make a racecourse over one's face at
night... For nesting accommodation, the owls are well provided and there
is a wealth of ruined houses, whole streets of them...

Crows and magpies are nesting well within the shell-swept area and | once
saw a pair of crows in hot combat with a pair of Sparrowhawks, whilst
higher in the sky, but directly above, two Allied planes were engaging an
equal number of enemy aircraft.

The buzzard does not seem to be taking any war risks, at least | have never
seen one out here, but kestrels hover about all day in the hottest part of
the line, not in the least disconcerted, apparently, when a promising
mouse area suddenly rises in the airin a cascade of black or yellow earth.

The skylark in this region has stuck tenaciously to the meadows and
croplands which have been seamed and bisected with trenches and
honeycombed with shell-holes. Once, having occasion to throw myself
down with some abruptness on my face, | found myself nearly on the top
of a brood of young larks. Two of them had already been hit by
something, and were rather battered, but the survivors seem as franquil
and comfortable as the average nestling.

The partridge of the war zone shows no sign of sensitive nerves and neither
the rattle and rumble of transport, nor the constant coming and going of
bodies of troops, the incessant ratftle of musketry and deafening explosions
of artillery, nor the night-long flare and flicker of star-shells have sufficed to
scare the birds away from their chosen feeding grounds, and to all
appearances have not deterred them from raising their broods.
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Athelney Benefice Service Rota

January - 2019
2 January (Wednesday)
17.00 Stoke St Gregory Evening Prayer Dr Jane Sutfton
6 January THE EPIPHANY
08.00 North Curry Holy Communion Rev'd John Tyler
09.30 Lyng Holy Communion Rev'd John Tyler
10.00 North Curry Eucharist Rev'd Morey Andrews
9 January (Wednesday)
17.00 Stoke St Gregory Evening Prayer Dr Jane Sutton
10 January (Thursday)
10.00 North Curry Little Angels Jenny Satchwell
13 January THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST
08.00 Stoke St Gregory Holy Communion Rev'd John Tyler
10.00 Burrowbridge United Benefice Eucharist Rev'd John Tyler
16 January (Wednesday)
17.00 Stoke St Gregory Evening Prayer Dr Jane Sutton
20 January THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
08.00 North Curry Holy Communion Rev'd John Tyler
09.30 Burrowbridge Holy Communion Vicar-Rev'd John Tyler
10.00 North Curry Morning Prayer Ralph Roberts
11.00 Stoke St Gregory WPCU - Baptist Church Rev'd Martin Mudie
23 January (Wednesday)
17.00 Stoke St Gregory Evening Prayer Dr Jane Sutton
27 January THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
09.30 Lyng Service of the Word Dr Robert Dunning
10.00 North Curry Eucharist Rev'd Martin Mudie
11.00 Stoke St Gregory Eucharist Vicar-Rev'd John Tyler
30 January (Wednesday)
17.00 Stoke St Gregory Evening Prayer Dr Jane Sutton
3 February THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST (Candlemas)
08.00 North Curry Holy Communion Rev'd John Tyler
10.00 North Curry Eucharist Rev'd John Tyler
11.00 Stoke St Gregory Morning Prayer Rev'd Martin Mudie
16.00 North Curry Christingle Service Vicar-Rev'd John Tyler

Hidden Voices is a Church of England resource which aims to inform and support
local communities in taking action on the challenging issue of Modern Slavery.
There are four themes which are explored through moving biblical reflections and
case studies, practical tools and activities to help churches work begin working
on the issue, perhaps alongside their wider community.
The four linked sessions takes place at St Francis, Bridgwater at 7pm on 17th
January, 14th February and 28th February & a final date to be determined. To
book please email: Allie. White@bathwells.anglican.org orring: 01749 670777 ext

254
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Music Review, by David Walker

After a bumper year in 2018, including a glorious full Choral Evensong
liturgy sung by visiting choir In Ecclesia with a surprise coda by the a
cappella Voskresenije Choir, we already have more musical freats lined up
for you in 2019 at the Parish Church.

On Saturday 9 March, two outstanding musicians supported by The
Countess of Munster Musical Trust will be giving a recital of pieces for violin
and cello in a programme including music by Bach, Handel and Kodaly
that should appeal to all followers of classical music.

On 239 April (the Tuesday of Easter Week), Italian singer Roberto Tardito will
be bringing mediaeval songs he has selected from the Red Book of
Montserrat (the Llibre Vermell), a 14th-century manuscript compiled and
still located at the monastery in the Catalonian mountains above
Barcelona. It is a collection of pilgrims’ songs similar to Carmina Burana;
Roberto has a rather unusual style, rather folk-pop. His planned concert
here last year was cancelled due to severe snowfalls across Europe.

Then on Saturday 11t May (the evening of May Fair) our very own North
Curry Village Choir will bring us their annual Spring Concert, taking
advantage of our fine pipe organ o bring you a glorious blend of
instrumental and choral music.

The Voskresenije Choir are returning from St Petersburg on Friday 18t
October with a programme of traditional songs as well as pieces from the
Russian Orthodox liturgy. They will be singing for the Village School, now
firmly established as part of the school’s musical enrichment programme.

On Thursday 12th December the Village Choir hope to return for their
annual Christmas Concert.

We are greatly appreciative of singers who augmented our church choir
at the Christmas services. The choir will continue in 2019 with sung
Eucharists, and through the summer traditional monthly Evensongs from
the Book of Common Prayer which are such a feature at our Parish
Church. If you would be interested in singing in the church each Sunday
please speak to Jean Smith.

We are grateful for the rota of organists who have stepped in each week
and over Christmas since the death of Dr Trevor Astin. Do you play the
organ, or know of somebody who does and would be willing to help out at
services? Please speak to Jenny Satchwell (contact details in the
Magazine). In the longer term, we would like someone who can settle in
on a more permanent basis and coach the choir at our weekly practices.

Page | 17



North Curry Coffee Shop

Thank you to everyone who supported the coffee
shop, the local makers and artists in the run up to
Christmas; we hope you have had an enjoyable
festive season.

The Coffee Shop reopens on Wednesday 2nd
January and we look forward to welcoming you back.
Delicious homemade soup, prepared and served daily, will help warm you
up on those cold January days.

We are always happy to welcome new volunteers so perhaps your New
Year's Resolution could be to join our friendly, enthusiastic feam. Each shift
is for 2 hours and you can choose how often and when you work, so why
not give it a go. Just pop in to complete an application form

During January, the opening hours are 10am - 4.30pm, Tuesday to Sunday.

% %k %

North Curry W.I

Wednesday, 9 January (a week later than
usual) is our first meeting of the New Year
following our Christmas break.

After a surplus of .
festive fare, we
start off with a little
light exercise in the form of ‘Kurling’ (an
adaptation of Curling but without the icel).

This has become a popular sport for

everyone of all ages and all abilities and after a short demonstration of the
game we hope as many as possible will take on the challenge and join in.
It should be fun - with tea and social fime included — what better way to
spend a winter afternoon!

Reminder to members that subscriptions need to be paid this month and
for those who haven't joined us yet but maybe are thinking about it, why
not come along for a taster session and find out what we have planned
for 2019 — you will be more than welcome!
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Julie Felix
is coming to North Curry in 2019

She is giving a concert
at the Village Hall
on Saturday éth April

A legend of the folk music
world; singer, songwriter,
guitarist, charismatic
entertainer... dubbed "“the
First Lady of Folk” by the
Times ...the first folk singer
to have her own TV show,
to fill the Royal Albert Hall, and to sing in Westminster Abbey.

Do not miss this opportunity!

Doors (and bar) open at 7pm, with the concert beginning at 7:30pm. Julie
will give two 45-minute sessions, separated by an interval (with bar).

The bar will re-open for Julie's *meet & greet” and CD sale & signing
following her second session.

Tickets will be £12 each, available from 1st March, at the Post Office, from
Fleur White (01823 491424), or —
depending on availability — at the
door.

Demand will be high, so
advance reservations will be
accepted from January
onwards.

Please email requests to
villagehall@northcurry.com
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North Curry Church of England Primary School

This month, Helen Morley, the Head Teacher, has presented a play review
by one of her students. On 27th November, some of their Key Stage 2 (KS2,
last year at Primary school) children went to Queen’s College Theatre in
Taunton to watch ‘FOR QUEEN'S AND COUNTRY".

Accordingly, it is our delight to present a performance review of this play
by Grace Bulbeck, a Year 6 student.

For Queen’s and Country was a performance to commemorate 175 years
of Queen’s College, and 100 years since the end of World War One, and
was performed by students and feachers alike. The story revolves around
the Hosegood family; the four brothers and three sisters. It was written by
Steve Evans, and took him 14 years to collect all of the research.

Here is my review.

The acting was incredible and it was easy to immerse yourself into their
world, feeling as if you were there, witnessing it all first hand with them.
They expressed such emotion and it felt realistic. Their voices were clear
and could be heard from the front through to the back.

The costumes were detailed and beautiful; each one of an authentic
appearance. The costume designers were very talented to manage to
pull off a look that felf like it could have been worn back then, and sfill
looked absolutely marvellous.

The scenery was mostly made by a projected image at the top of the
stage, which changed pictures for a new scene. It would also change if
the person speaking read a letter, when it would turn into the background
of whatever happened in the letter. The stage had a simple wooden hill
put fogether on it, which could represent everything from a sand dune to
a mound of earth in the frenches. On the ofher side there was a staircase,
which was mostly used by Nelly, one of the sisters and her family in the
‘oresent day’ parts.

The orchestra was literally instrumental in the mood of the play. It could
emphasise the drama and tension in a scene; or make it peaceful; or
cheerful. It fitted in well and was played beautifully.

My favourite character was little Susie, the youngest Hosegood. She was so
sweet and innocent, lightening the mood of any scene that she was in.
The only exception was when she asked why one of her brothers, who had
died at war shortly before, wouldn't be coming to visit. This broke my heart.
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The most exciting part for me was when the bombs first fell. The sound
effects were outstanding; it made me jump so much | thought I'd have a
heart attack!

The most amusing part was when Nelly (who was afttending a meeting
outside) said that she had kicked a policeman ‘where it hurt'. There was
an uproar of laughter that could probably be heard in Antarctical

The most moving part was when Nelly and her family received a telegram
informing them that Arnold had been killed. It almost made me cry.

| would recommend
this to people who
find enjoyment in
emotional

performances. It s
also great for older
children as they can
find out so much
about WWI (World
War One).

Here are some of our
KS2 children with the cast members.

Children’s Activity Day
Half Term week — lots of fun!
Tuesday 19t February in the Church
10am to 12.00noon
Free to all, refreshments provided

Volunteers are required to help with the various

activities provided.
Call Jenny Satchwell on 490463 if you would like to help.
The more help the merrier please!
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The Christmas season continues

Christmas is regarded as being for children, and not just in the secular
world. The Advent/ Christmas season got off to a cracking start with
Girlguiding North Curry’s Nativity play at the Methodist Church. Who's that
screeching baby, the Guides asked in words and sign language. The
Brownies, Rainbows and four of their brothers (Joseph and the Kings)
mimed the answer that everyone in the congregation knew anyway. Not
Charles Wesley's gentle Jesus, meek and mild, but a realistic protesting
infant.

Carols in the churches and in the Square reinforced the message (the
Good News, for us) of God’s incarnation to dwell as one of us for a little
while. Then with the end-of-term school service in the parish church, Crib
Service, Midnight Mass and Christmas Eucharist and Thanksgiving, it's all
over now, isn't it2 No, it's not! There's more to come. This month we
celebrate the visit of Wise Men bringing three mystical gifts, and the
Baptism of Jesus (not an infant baptism, but one that children can relate to
all the same). And to finish the season, a Christingle Service at Candlemas.
U\’ e

people, step by step, for as long as it
takes. They fight child poverty and

neglect, and help all children to have a better chance in life.

Christingle was brought to Britain 50 years
ago and adopted by the Children’s
Society as one of their principal fund-
raising efforts. Right now in Britain there
are children and young people who feel
scared, unloved and unable to cope. The
Children’s Society works with these young

Christingle is a special, memorable celebration that takes place in
thousands of churches and schools across the country. The celebration is
named after the Christingles that are lit during the service. Christingles are
made from an orange decorated with red tape, sweets and a candle. The
Christingle celebration is an opportunity to bring our whole community
together, to share the Christian story and to experience the joy and
wonder of this well-loved Christmas fradition.

We and the Primary School will be collaborating to bring the Christingle
Service to our church on Sunday 3rd February, at 4pm, and look forward o
welcoming you all there.

David Walker
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Tide Times for January 2019
As it is a bit too wet and wild for strolling on the beach, tide fimes have
been shelved for this month. And with Christmas still in our minds, and in
case some of you missed out on those cracker jokes, we have a selection
of humorous hymn titles... (kindly excuse the Americanism therein!)

Do You Know Your Hymns?

Dentist’'s Hymn . . . Crown Him with Many Crowns.
Weatherman’s Hymn . .  There Shall Be Showers of Blessings.
Contractor’s Hymn . . . The Church’s One Foundation.
Tailor’s Hymn . . . Holy, Holy, Holy.

Golfer’s Hymn . . . There's a Green Hill Far Away.
Politicians Hymn . . . Standing on the Promises!
Optometrist’s Hymn. . . Open My Eyes That | Might See.
IRS Agent’s Hymn . . . | Surrender All.

Gossip’s Hymn . T aPass it oOn:

Electrician’s Hymn . . . Send The Light..

Shopper’s Hymn . . . Sweet Bye and Bye.

Realtor’s Hymn . . . I've Got a Mansion, Just Over the Hilltop.
Massage Therapist’s Hymn. He Touched Me.

AND for those who speed on the highway - a few hymns:

55 mph . . . God Will Take Care of You
75 mph . . . Nearer My God To Thee

85 mph . . . This World Is Not My Home
95 mph . . . Lord, 'm Coming Home

100 mph . . . Precious Memories

Give me a sense of humor, Lord, Give me the grace to see a joke,
To get some humor out of life, And pass it on to other folks.

SOMERSET INDEPENDENCE PLUS: This is a one-stop shop for equipment,
home improvements and advice to help people live independently at
home for longer. It is based at Unit 17, Knights Rd., Chelston Industrial Park
near Wellington and is open to the public on Mondays from 9.30am -
4pm. Alternatively appointments can be booked by contacting Somerset
Direct on 0300 123 2224. It can offer advice and financial assistance that
covers a number of improvements, adaptations or repairs that might need
to be carried out on your home and staff will be on site to provide advice
and information.
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On Saturday 12th January, we are showing our next
‘Winter Warmer’, where we have an intermission for
a tea & cake break, My Generation. Michael Caine
narrates and stars in this vivid and inspiring
documentary of his personal journey through 1960's -

London. You'll meet the Beatles, David Bailey, Twiggy (pictured), David
Hockney, Mary Quant and many other stars. The Village Hall opens at 2.30
pm and the film starts at 3 pm. It costs £5 (+ a donation for tea etc).

On Wednesday, 23 January, we are
showing the John Le Carré story, Our Kind
of Traitor — a gripping story of how an
ordinary couple (Ewan McGregor and
Naomie Harris) get caught up in web of
deception between the Russian mafia
and Mlé.

T he Village Hall doors and bar open at 7pm with the film starting at
7.30pm. Free to members and £5 for guests. Anyone can be a guest — just
come along!

More information on our films on www.northcurryfilmsociety.org.uk

* % %k

Little Angels The Produce Market
Toddlers Club and Pram Village Hall
Service.

Saturday 5t January
Every 2nd Thursday in the 9.30am-11.30am

month atf the church.
The kitchen will be open

Next meeting throughout, servicing
10am - 10t January bacon butties and hot
drinks.
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Holy Days and Saints & other Holy People Commemorated in January

Here are the Holy Days and saints days (and other holy people, some well-known, others less
so) observed in Common Worship so that their example and teaching may inspire us as we
make our way through the month.
Tuesday 1 THE NAMING AND CIRCUMCISION OF JESUS
Wednesday 2 Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers of the
Faith, 379 and 389
Seraphim, Monk of Sarov, Spiritual Guide, 1833
Vedanayagam Samuel Azariah, Bishop in South India, Evangelist, 1945
Sunday 6 THE EPIPHANY

Thursday 10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645
Friday 11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915
Saturday 12 Aelred of Hexham, Abboft of Rievaulx, 1167

Benedict Biscop, Abbot of Wearmouth, Scholar, 689
Sunday 13 THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST

Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher of the Faith, 367

Kentigern (Mungo), Missionary Bishop in Strathclyde and Cumbria, 603
George Fox, Founder of the Society of Friends (the Quakers), 1691
(not observed on a Sunday, and not normally fransferred to another

day)
Thursday 17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356
Charles Gore, Bishop, Founder of the Community of the Resurrection,
1932
18-25 THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
Friday 18 Amy Carmichael, Founder of the Dohnavur Fellowship, spirifual writer,
1951
Saturday 19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095
Sunday 20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349
(not observed on a Sunday, and not normally fransferred fo another
day)
Monday 21 Agnes, Child Martyr at Rome, 304
Tuesday 22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon, first Martyr of Spain, 304
Thursday 24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher of the Faith, 1622
Friday 25 THE CONVERSION OF PAUL
Saturday 26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul
Monday 28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher of the Faith, 1274
Wednesday 30 Charles, King and Martyr, 1649
Thursday 31 John Bosco, Priest, Founder of the Salesian Teaching Order, 1888
* % %
somerset
The Somerset Village Agent village & community
project is run by the agents

Community Council for Somerset (CCS) and now covers half
of the county.

Please contact Linda if you or someone you know would
benefit from her support.

Linda Burton | Village Agent | Tel: 01823 331222 |
Mobile: 07931018019 | Email: linda@somersetrcc.org.uk
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News from North Curry /Curland Methodists

100 years — North Curry and Curland Remembers the Armistice

The gathering at the War Memorial in North Curry on Sunday (11t
November) was the largest seen for many years. People from a wide area
: came to honour the sacrifice of

all those who served in the First
World War, and to remember the
y end of war after those four long

1 years — the armistice signed at
the eleventh hour of the
eleventh month at 11 o'clock.

For us on this day, an early start,
we were invited to the Parish
Church for their Remembrance
Day Service starting at 9.30am. The service was conducted by the Rev
Martin Mudie with a reading from the letter to the Hebrews 9, 24-28, and
Mark I, 14-20. Holy Communion was celebrated. In his sermon, he gave
us his thoughts and insights info the horrors of the 1914-18 war, the lessons
to be learned from it and hopes for the future.

At the war memorial we sang the hymns “O God in Ages Past” and “O
Valiant hearts, who to your glory came” as is traditional. The three
ministers from the three churches in North Curry conducted the service:
Rev Martin Mudie for the Anglicans, Pastor Mike Scott for the Baptists, and
Rev Deborah Kirk for the Methodists. In one break with fradition Rev Mudie
read a passage from the poem by Rupert Brooke — The Soldier. “If | should
die, think only this of me: that there’'s some corner of a foreign field that is
forever England - - - “giving us all food for thought.

Afterwards we Methodists resumed our worship with the Rev Deborah Kirk
at our Church. Deborah drew our attention to Revelations 21: The New
Jerusalem, our hope for the future. -

For this occasion the church had been beautifully
decorated by Christine and Jackie, with red
carnations donated by Rodney - red, as with the
poppy, a symbol of remembrance.

“Greater love hath no man than this that a man lays
down his own life for his friends”. In our unity on this
day we recognise the depth of gratitude we,
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indeed, do owe past generations who laid down their lives for us in all wars
and at this time especially in the First World War.

North Curry Brownies Nativity Service

On Tuesday 27t November, we welcomed the Brownies to North Curry
and Curland Methodist church for their nativity service. The rain, thankfully,
cleared to give us reasonable evening weather-wise and about forty
brownies and parents attended.

The Rev'd Deborah Kirk was almost in control as she led the Brownies
through a non-rehearsed version of the nativity story with the children
dressed for their respective parts. We had a little frouble finding some
‘kings’ but eventually one little boy from the ‘audience’ was persuaded
and the cast was complete.

The familiar story was told in wonderful chaos, making it all the more
meaningful. As we went along the relevant Christmas carols were
infroduced into the story, for example ‘Away in a Manger ‘and ‘We Three
Kings' played for us by Barbara Uglow. The action throughout the service
was accompanied by words and pictures on the screen which enhanced
the whole experience. Deborah and the brownies were wonderful.

We followed the service with drinks, snacks and a time of fellowship.
Everyone went away smiling. A service we will all remember and that we
all enjoyed.

Dates for your diary.
Annual Quiz af Lisieux Way Methodist Church on Saturday 16t February
with proceeds going to Missions.

Church Council 21st February at 2pm

On Saturday 16t February Q . l,
7.00pm

At Lisieux Way Methodist Church /\ i

/

I Iz
“n I

Questions set by North Curry/Curland ‘
members and hosted by &\ |
Lisieux Way Methodist Church friends R

£5.00 per head to include refreshments

Proceeds to Church Missions

Any queries, please contact Roy Crouch Tel: 01823 461679
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North Curry Church

Is part of the Benefice of Athelney, along with the parishes of Stoke St.
Gregory, Lyng and Burrowbridge — the Parish Church is frequently referred
to as 'The Cathedral of the Moors', and from the River Tone valley, it is easy
to understand why. It was built on a site of an earlier Norman church in
about 1300 in the Decorated style, using Ham Hill stone, blue lias stone,
and some grey sandstone from a quarry within the parish. About a
hundred years later it was updated in the Perpendicular style when the
roofs of the nave and aisles were raised to accommodate larger windows.
Evidences of the original pitches can be seen both outside on the south
and east faces of the tower, and inside on its west arch. At this time the
upper stage of the tower and the parapets were added, as was the
interesting collection of gargoyles and hunkypunks.

The North Curry Parish Registers of Baptisms, Marriages and Burials date
from 1539 and are almost complete.

The churchyard, just over two acres, is in two parts, with the lower 'new’
part has been in use since 1952. The upper 'old' part has gravestones that
are centuries old, and includes war memorials. A plan of the graves,
complete with the names of the occupants, can be found in the church
porch. This is a place of solace and tranquillity, with seafing on the north
(far) side affording magnificent views across the River Tone to yonder hills
in all directions. In springfime, the natural beauty is never more apparent,
when the flora and fauna carpets amongst the headstones and trees.

Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals

If you are interested in getting married, having a church blessing for a civil
marriage or organising a baptism or funeral please contact the vicar, or
one of the churchwardens.

The statutory fees are set by the Church of England and a fee list is
displayed in the church porch, oris available online from
www.churchofengland.org.

Additional local fees may be due in accordance with the services
required. At the time of your enquiry, all fee options will be explained.

There are also regulations governing the condition of the churchyard and
graves, designed to ensure it remains a special peaceful place. Again, a
copy is available in the church porch.

Hiring the Church

Our church is available for hire, for events such as concerts, talks and
exhibifions for which we make a reasonable charge. Contact David
Walker should you wish to know more on fees and availability.
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Will Planning and Legacies

Having a Will in place, for when the time comes, is strongly recommended
for all individuals, to ensure your final wishes are clearly laid out fo friends
and family. To supplement your planning, the church has developed a
checklist leaflet, “Final Wishes”, which is in one way a will, but designed to
help those left behind to help with your instructions and administration of
your estate. This leaflet will be available in the church literature section.

Planned Giving Donations

Planned Giving, by standing order, is a regular charitable payment (or
pledge) to the church. This type of giving is an important and integral
aspect of our finances, as the majority of our income comes through the
planned giving scheme.

Donation pledges by standing order are easier to administer, both for you
and us. Regular planned giving can also attract tax gift aid, enabling us to
boost your donafion by 25%. Donations can be given monthly, quarterly,
or yearly, and the amount is very much up to you. You are not beholden
once started, and can be cancelled at anyfime. Please contact our
Treasurer, Rob Ellis 01823 490599, for the appropriate forms to complete, or
to discuss your giving pledge. Kindly note, standing order mandates are
not the same as direct debit mandates. The amounts and dates are fixed,
and the instruction to your bank is completely controlled by you.

Kahlil Gibran on “Giving”, 1923 (adapted)

It is when you give of yourself that you truly give.
What are your possessions but things you keep and guard for fear you may
need them tomorrow? And what is fear of need, but need itself¢ Is not
dread of thirst when your well is full, the thirst that is unquenchable?

Some give with joy, and that joy is their reward; some give with pain and
that pain is their baptism.

Some give because it is natural to them; through the hands of such as
these God speaks, and from behind their eyes He smiles upon the earth.

Some say, “l would give, but only to the deserving.” The fruiting trees in

your orchard do not say that, nor do the flocks in your pasture. See first

that you deserve to be a giver, and a channel of God's generosity; for

everything you give has come from God and is just lent you for a while.
You are blessed if you can dispose of it in His name.

We brought nothing info the world and we take nothing out; the Lord
gave, and the Lord takes away. Blessed be the Name of the Lord.
All things come from you, O Lord, and your own do we you.
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Tea break

This month, a word search challenge — music instruments to find...
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SCR Business Services Ltd
ccountancy and bookkeeping Services
in North Curry, and surrounding villages

End and Management Accounts, VAT, CIS, Payroll
Over 30 yrs experience - free inifial consultation

Atlires to Rah Fllic N1823 490599/ emaiil: relliscccr@hotmail com
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Church Opening and Closing Rota
Sunday, week commencing during January 2019
6th * Ralph Roberts 13th Tony Brooker
20th* Michael Griffiths 27t Robin Rudman
*Denotes 8am service
Register of:
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals (July 2018 — December 2018)

We ask for God'’s Blessing on all the following

Baptisms

Angela Marie Derrick October 2018
Cally Terence Case November 2018
Theodore John Harris December 2018
Weddings

Alexander Drake/ Fiona Ford August 2018
Callum Chedzoy/ Rebecca Tottle  September 2018
Funerals

Eric Willoughby July 2018

Joyce Gore July 2018

Sylvia Dawes August 2018
Bruce Wall September 2018
Bernard Drake October 2018
Maurice Lane October 2018
Charles Woods November 2018

The Countess of Munster Musical Trust
Presents lonel Mancio on Violin, and Leo Popplewell on Chello
On Saturday 9 March
Performing various recital by Bach, Handel and Kodaly
/’ in solo and in duet

icketing information to follow —look out for it.

Reserve the date in your diary!

Only a few left...
North Curry Village 2019 Calendars

Professionally photographed by Julian Comrie
Just £10 each, available in Church or at the Post Office
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Letter from the Right Reverend DIOCESE OF

Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton Bath&Wells

Jonuory 2019 Living the story. Telling the story.

The joy of a return

The country of Ghana is making 2019 ‘The Year of Return’ to mark 400
years of the slave trade. Akwase Agyeman who is heading up this year of
celebration said this:

‘We will celebrate the resilience of the African. Like Joseph in the Bible
who was sold to slavery and later connected to his brothers, there was a
celebration and in 2019 there shall be a celebration for Africans in
Diaspora’

| wonder how we might make 2019 ‘a year of return’. | don't mean as a
return to things past because we mourn a past glory. I'm thinking of the
story of Joseph. Joseph was separated from family because his family
were jealous of him. His brothers sold him into slavery, out of sight, out of
mind. It's when they have need of food that they inadvertently come
across Joseph again, this fime he holds their fate in his hands. It would
have been so easy for Joseph to seek to get his own back on his brothers.
In fact he does play a trick on them. However when all is revealed we find
many tears shed and reconciliation is achieved.

| wonder how many families in our communities have faced such a
fracture in relationships?e

Rembrandt’s famous painting, ‘The Return of the Prodigal’ is one of those
iconic pictures which draws us into experiencing the depth of feeling the
parable speaks of. The embrace of the father fo the kneeling son shows us
not only the emotion of a family relationship restored but that of God'’s
love for us, his wandering people. Many of us have personal experience of
discovering the love of the Father for us, his children. Perhnaps this year we
could pass on that story to others and help them fo find the joy and
celebration of a return to the Father who gave everything in order to
release them from the slavery of sin.

Let's make this not just ‘a year of return’ but rather a lifetime!

Rt Rev Ruth Worsley
Bishop of Taunton
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Golden Leaves

Funeral Plans

CRESCENT FUNERAL SERVICES
SIMON HELLIAR-MOORE

A Truly Independent Family Funeral Service for
Taunton and its surrounding communities

h

CRESCINT BN ILAL SR TS

Available 24 Hours a Day | Experienced Funeral Directors

Dedicated Chapel of Rest | Bespoke & Inclusive Services

Local Professional Staff | Arrangements made at Home
Funeral Plans Available | Inclusive Services from £995

FAIR A Eilisy
E FUNERALS ﬁﬁ\l T

The Old Coach House, Crescent Park, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 4ED

01823 530100

Web: www.crescentfunerals.co.uk Email: office@crescentfunerals.co.uk




COUNTRY HOUSE CARE
Hatch Beauchamp | Taunton | TA3 65G

: nspected and rated

|

CareQuality
Commission

2 iy

Compassionate care in
charming surroundings
— at a realistic cost

Beauchamp House is a Care South Country House home,
offering the highest quality nursing care for all levels of need, from short
term respite to high dependency and palliative care. Beauchamp House
has been tastefully refurbished by Care South, to provide compassionate
care in 2 home-from-home atmosphere.

Care

To request a brachure or find out more, visit

www.care-south.co.uk

or call Beauchamp House on B 01823 481500  gegiserea chm No: 1014807

CARE SOUTH IS A LEADING PROVIDER OF RESIDENTIAL AND HOME CARE ACROSS THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND




ADVANCE CARS (sourt wesn)

Reliable, Comfortable, Professional & Discreet

PRIVATE HIRE &
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

Airport/Cruise Ship Transfers
Special Occasion Days Out
Shopping Trips, Sightseeing Tours

Business & Corporate Travel

Call Paul
Tel: 01823 429 829
Mob: 07437 300 628

info@advancecarssw.co.uk
www.advancecarssw.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL CHAUFFEUR SERVICEY



WOODLANDS FARMHOUSE
RESIDENTIAL CARE

Residential, Respite and Dementia Care

We offer ensuite ground floor bedrooms with 24 hour care and yupport
Jrom our team of qualified cave staff
Our small and unique home is vegistered for just 13 residenty creating a
‘Home from Home  environment set in two dacres of grounds

Tel: 01823 480640
Wrantage 4 Taunton 4 Somerset # TA3G6DF

Email: wih @hotmail.co.uk www.woodland sresidentialeare.com

" West Country Firewood

SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS

Locally sourced FSC timber - Tested to ensure low moisture content
For wood burners, wood stoves & open fires

TIPPED LOOSE, EASY BAGS & LOG NETS DELIVERED
All enquiries welcome

01823 490 351 or 07969 620 297

KINDLING = COAL » SMOKELESS FUEL
LOG STORES = STACKING SERVICE

www.westcountryfirewood.co.uk




HILARY NORMAN

Foothealth Practitioner RFHP

GENERAL FOOT CARE
Nail Cutting & filing, Corn & Callus removal,
ingrowing toenails, fungal infections and
general advice on the care of your feet.

Treatment in the comfort of your own home

01823 481160
07969 448793
hilary.norman@btinternet.com

DAVE BURT ANTIQUES
T
MOTHER HUBBARD'S CUPBOARD

“Taunton . CurLoAD
OTOKE §T GREGORY
“TA3 6JD




BRIAN A WILKINSON
CHARTERED SURVEYOR

Brian
Wilkinson

BUILDING & DESIGN
LISTED BUILDINGS
EXTENSIONS & NEW HOUSING
Tel 01823 490574
2, The Pavement
North Curry, Taunton, TA3 6LU

?candlelightz

4\ live-in care

I
«E-i_a Live-In Care

) The real alternative to
\ residential care

e
\'f)cmtact us Now!
01225 719850

lE www.candlelightcare.co.uk
24@candlelightcare.co.uk



WRANTAGE MILLS

Animal Feed and Pet Supplies since 1936

Smallholder, Pet food, and Equestrian
Wild Bird and Domestic Seed
Pouliry feed, Bedding and much more ...

Small family business and friendly staff
Come and visit us to find out more

Wrantage@hotmail.com
01823 480484

On the A378 towards Langport from Taunton
TA3 6DG

NPTC

ASHCULME = §

QUALIFIED

Purt od tha Oty § Gustey Groop

WORKFORCE

TREE WORK | LANDSCAPING| FENCING | PAVING | MAINTENANCE

TREE WORK - ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK INCLUDING: REMOVAL, CROWNING & LIFTING
STUMP GRINDING - TOTAL REMOVAL OF ANY SIZED TREE STUMP
LANDSCAPING - ALL PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN (Y

FENCING - NEW INSTALLATIONS OR REPAIRS TO EXISTING FENCES U 731 1 463 43
TURFING - PREPARATION & LAYING OF YOUR NEW LAWN ks
PAVING - REPAIRS TO EXISTING PAVING OR COMPLETELY NEW INSTALLATIONS

GARDEN MAINTENANCE - HEDGE & SHRUB TRIMMING, FRUIT TREE PRUNING & MORE

FOR A FREE QUOTE FROM YOUR FRIENDLY, RELIABLE & ESTABLISHED LOCAL FIRM:

pauL puruan 01823 353302




[ &M MOTORS

LROAD LANE GARAGE rfszﬁaﬂf
A/C?if/‘f clUery 490974

: veRy SERVICEY |
ﬁ%ﬁrﬁ%ﬂefaﬁm sysieer T 1

FRsL Eff/cleﬂt‘
REFAIRS & SERYICING

ANY MAKE OF CAR CATERED £FOR
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PLEASE CONTACT c?f_m & Siwadt Yoy
IAN ON NORTH CURRY 490974 Cluckart Stackis

(Collection & Delivery By Arrangement)




RUBY

CARE

\ 4

Caring for you in your own Home

Our small team of qualified care and support staff can
assist you with personal care, outings, hospital visits,
shopping, meal preparation and cleaning or simply
companionship from your chosen member of the team

Tel: 01823 480640
Wrantage Mills + Wrantage # Taunton ¢+ Somerset 4+ TA3 6DG

Email: rubycare@hotmail.co.uk www.ruby-care.com
It 2;.3;1 would like ;'_0 advertise in NORTH CURRY
is magazine please contact TRA
Lorraine Bryan Brown on 01823 VEL AGENT
491 665 or email LIZ SAMUEL
ncurrj&mg.,@g?mi-mm for Hays Travel—ABTA’s largest
etails of rates. Independent travel agent

Cruises « City Breaks = Skiing
« Late Deals - Flights

DISTINCTIVE MEMORIALS
by Worldwide « UK « Caribbean
MANNING & KNIGHT and lots more!
also added inscriptions, renovations Book from the comfort of yvour home.
and maintenance work A specialist friendly service for all.
on existing memorials Please call Liz now on 01823 491438
or email
164A Kingston Road TAUNTON .
01833 375755 ]Jz_saml%ell@hays—tra‘lve?_co_uk
Visit my website:

www_haystravel co.uk/lizsamuel
ABTA L9518

www.manningandknight.com




The
RISING

—SUN——-
15th Century Inn

Free House

OPEN TUESDAY TO SUNDAY

Lunch served Wednesday to Saturday, 12pm to 3pm
Dinner served Wednesday to Saturday, 6pm to 9pm
Traditional Sunday Roast served 12pm to 6pm
Happy Hour weekdays 5pm to 6pm

Home Cooked Food | Log Fire | Outside Terrace| Monthly
Live Music | Board Games | Traditional Ales & Ciders |
Family & Dog Friendly

01823 491 027

Knapp Lane, Lower Knapp, North Curry, Taunton, Somerset
TA3 6BG
info@risingsunknapp.co.uk | www.risingsunknapp.co.uk



PHILIP FOURACRE
HEATING ENGINEER

Boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing
Complete gas & oil installations and repairs
Energy saving controls
0%
PLUMBING VAT
Kitchen & bathroom installations

Rainwater storage systems

e
_ GAS SAFE, OFTEC & IPHE reg.
Tel: 01460 281130 email: phildacre@gmail.com
Mobile: 07850 216464 Westfield, Ganges Hill, Fivehead

Restoration
Conservation

Traditional Headstones
‘ Roderic Baillie-Grohman

\ \/ RBGstonemason.co.uk
V4 01458 252701

o stonemason




Need a private hire
cab for your next
airport trip - call Phil -

Ring Lyng Cabs!
LOCAL CAB RUNS
AIRPORT TRANSFERS
COURIER TRIPS
SCHOOL PICK UPS
HOSPITAL TRANSFERS

LOCAL SERVICE
New 8 Seater Transport

LOCAL CABS

PRIVATE HIRE

07801 984463

Your local Levels service
pipmartin@tiscali.co.uk




EST§¥2017
*WITHIES:

DELICATESSEN

éz@@;?@y

Willows & Wetlands Centre, TA3 6HY
www.withiesdeli.com
07448 109774
Open Mon-Sat 1000-1630

WIN A HAMPER!

Write your name & contact details below and
drop this slip into the ballot box in the deli
NaMe e

Draw to take place 4 times a year Ref: NCPM



LTD Est.1988
TREE SURGERY AND LANDSCAPING SERVICE

e FULLY INSURED

e FULLY QUALIFIED

¢ COUNCIL APPROVED

e ALL ASPECTS OF STAFF * POLLARDING
TREEWORK e PRUNING AND e ESTATE
e FELLING MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT
o PLANTING

e STUMP GRIDING

e 24 HOUR CALL OUT

Call Colin Inder For Free Quotation

T: 01823 462972 M: 07831 108445

www.arboricare.co.uk ¢ arboricarel988@gmail.com

Registered Nutritional Therapist
e Allergy testing & other
laboratory tests
e One to One Consultations
e Digestive discomfort
e DNA testing for health &
optimum weight
s  Weight problems
e Fatigue & stress
Improve energy levels and wellbeing

www.body-balance.co.uk
Body-Balance Nutrition, Wrantage
TA3 6DA

& Axminster Health & Wellbeing Centre
Elizabeth Bray BSc DNN MBANT CNHC
Appointments Tel: 01823 480570

CNHC (748

Bernard G Perry
Environmental &
Waterway Engineers

¢ Flood defence
* Concrete works
¢ Construction & Maintenance
¢ Equestrian/
Agricutural/
Domestic Fences
e Rivers
¢ Bridges
e Culverts
¢ Dredging

¢ Environmental Agency Approved

Tel/Fax: 01823 490295
Mobile: 07860 788995




STOKE ST. GREGORY MEALS

A not for profit voluntary service
(01823 490077)

DELIVERING IN STOKE ST. GREGORY and
NORTH CURRY

Twice a week we deliver homemade.
freshly-cooked two-course midday meals.
Our customers range from those who are

elderly and appreciate the support of a hot meal
delivered by friendly local people,
to those who have used the service whilst
recovering after an operation.

Currently the cost is £3.50 per meal.

The meals are cooked in the cooks’ own kitchens and
delivered to houses in
Stoke St Gregory and North Curry.
We are all volunteers,
are registered with Taunton Deane
and our cooks have food safety certificates

If you think Stoke St Gregory Meals could be
of help to you,
a neighbour, friend or relative in
STOKE ST GREGORY or
NORTH CURRY please phone:

Carole Joll 490077 or

Vicki Fielding 490565 or Judy Blair 490222




‘neil robertson
plumbing & heating Itd ¢ 3

OFFERING FANTASTIC SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE OF TAUNTON FOR OVER 25 YEARS

PLUMBING - WE COVER ALL ISSUES, BIG OR SMALL

v’ Rewasher Taps v’ Pipework

v~ Install Outside Taps v~ Install Cookers

v~ Install Bathrooms v Cylinder Changes

v Install or Repair Toilets v Fit Washing Machines/Dishwashers

@H EATING - FROM A BOILER SERVICE TO FULL INSTALLATION

v Radiator Checks v~ Boiler Service

v Landlord Reports v~ Back Boiler Repairs

v~ Power Flushing v" LPG Gas Boiler Install/Repairs

v/ Thermostatic Radiator Valves / Gas Central Heating Install/Repairs

EFF]CIENCY - ENERGY & COST EFFICIENT LIVING

v Solar Panels v Pump Changes

v Condensing Boilers v Air & Ground Source Heat Pumps
v Under-floor Heating Systems v Air to Air Heating Pumps

v~ Heating Control Upgrades v~ Energy Saving Controls

From a simple tap washer to a full install - we do it all at the best prices
Office Hours: Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm Huorcesten

Emergencies Only: 07050 263606

TELEPHONE: 01823 413999 d

solar & renewable energy specialists— e




ANDREW TAYLOR

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

BOILER SERVICING
RAYBURNS
AGAS
ALL TYPES OF HEATING

TEL: 01823 490607
MOBILE: 07971 421351
ngé Broadlane Cottage, North Curry

Taunton, Somerset TA3 6EE

PT Electrical +=

Domestic * Industrial - Commercial

Paul Turner

Bradstones, Stoke Rd, Tel: 01823 490410
North Curry, Mobile: 07773778225
Taunton, TA3 6LR Email: info@ptelectrical biz

Somerset Web: www.ptelectrical.biz




CAMES MEAD B&B MEARE GREEN FARM

4 Star Visit Britain ‘Gold Award’ Trip Advisor Recommended

Relax in comfort in our new character farmhouse on the
beautiful Somerset Levels dairy farm, garden with lovely views.
Luxurious appointed Bathrooms and Bedrooms. Full Aga
cooked breakfast of farm eggs, bacon and local produce.
Excellent old pubs nearby.

Dogs and Horses welcome. Also camping.

Craft & cookery courses available. Open all year.

Twin, Double, Single rooms all ensuite
Rates: Single from £55, Double from £75, Family room from £80
Jane Pine  Tel 07990511477 or 01823 490759  Email: jane.pine2@btinternet.com

Website: www.mearegreenfarm.com

Philip Peppard
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Bow House, Bow Street, Langport, TA10 9PQ

Chapel of Rest and Memorial Masonry Showroom
At Townsend, Curry Rivel TA10 OHP

Golden Charter — ©01458 2525050

Funeral Plans

Philip & Karen Peppard 24 hour personal service




HARVEY & WADE LTD

Hand Crafred Kitchen Furniture

All made in the UK/Complete Project Management/
Bespoke Design Package/Full Installation Service

Showrvoms in Taunlun and Hounilon
33 Bridge Street, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1TQ - Telephone 01823 338800
38 High Street, Honiton, Devon, EX14 1P] - Telephone 01404 41655
Website: www.harveyandwade.co.uk  Email: sales@harveyandwade.co.uk

“THE FASCINATOR SHOP” & STUDIO
LILLESDON, Nr NORTH CURRY, TA3 6BN
You are always welcome to browse a selection of
Fascinator-hats, Feather brooches & Corsages.
- Alsa, from March -
Veg. & Flower Plants, Cut Flowers & Floral arrangements,
Garden Ceramics & Accessories.

Throughout the year we arrange WORKSHOPS on
Spinning, All aspects of Sewing, Fascinator-making.
Please contact Joslyn on 07889 731973
or joslynbenson@outlook.com
Facebook: ‘Fascinator shop & The Withies’




Trevarrick House
Bed & Breakfast
AA¢4¢0

An elegant Victorian house situated
in the centre of the Village
with two luxury ensuite rooms,
one double and one twin.
For rates and full views of rooms visit
our website www.trevarrickhouse.co.uk

Kim and Duncan Varley
5 The Pavement,
North Curry TA3 6LX
01823 491319

Email: mail@trevarrickhouse.co.uk
www.trevarrickhouse.co.uk

= FARM >

li COTTAGES 7 2t

INDIVIDUAL & GROUP HOLIDAYS
FOR UP TO 20 PEOPLE

STATHE, BURROWBRIDGE, BRIDGWATER TA7 OJL
E: BOOKINGS@WALKERSFARMCOTTAGES.CO.UK T: 07511 211735




